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Izmir’'in tarih 6ncesi yerlesim alani:

Yesilova Hoyugu

Kentin tarihini 8 bin 500 yil geriye gotiiren Yesilova Hoyugi'nde
yuratilen kazi calismalari tim hiziyla devam ederken, gerceklestirilen
projelerle de ge¢misten glinlimiize kopri kuruluyor.

M Yazi / Article: Yar. Dog. Dr. ZAFER DERIN / Kazi Bask Head of the
Fotograflar / Photography: Kazi arsivi-Excavation archives

Izmir’s prehistoric settlement:
Yesilova Tumulus

While excavations continue at the Yesilova Tumulus which take the
history of the town back 8500 years, a bridge from the past to present
is being built with various projects that are underway.

oplumlar her zaman tarihsel gegmis- Sodeties have always been proud of

leriyle 6vinmusler ve kokenleri ne their historical backgrounds and felt
kadar eskiye uzaniyorsa o oranda kendi- like they were the real owners of that
lerini o topraklarin sahipleri olarak hisset-  land if their roots were established deep
mislerdir. Anadoluda yasayan topluluklar  in those regions. Societies in Anatolia had
da, Neolitik Cag adini verdigimiz Cilal Tas  started living as a unified group in villages
Dénemi'nden itibaren bir toplum halinde  from the beginning of the Neolithic Age.
koyler icinde yasamaya baslamislardir. Bu A rich Anatolian culture has surfaced from
dénemden ginimize zengin bir Ana-  that time today. But in spite of this fact,
dolu kultlrd ortaya gikmistir. Buna karsin  the lzmir region was thought to date back
Bati Anadolu ve ozellikle izmir Bolgesi uzun  5-6 thousand years at the most from our
yillar gegmisi en fazla 5-6 bin yil 6ncesine  time. Excavations that have been going
kadar gittigi distintlen bir bélge olarak bi-  on in the region for the past 15 years have
linmekteydi. Son 15 yildir bolgede stirdiirti- ~ shown us that |zmir and its surroundings
len calismalar, basta Izmir'in merkezi olmak  have an older history.
Uzere, cevresiyle birlikte cok eski bir gegmi-
se sahip oldugunu ortaya koymustur. One of the events that changed the his-
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Kent tarihini degistiren, ge¢mise kapi
aralayan olaylardan biri 2003 yilinda ger-
ceklesmistir. izmir'in icinde, Bornova Ova-
si'ndaki bos arazilerden toprak alinirken
ortaya ¢ikan c¢anak ¢émlek parcalarn ve
bazi buluntular, izmir'in icinde daha 6nce
bilinmeyen en eski yerlesiminin, Yesilo-
va HOylgl'nin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden
olmustur. Bornova Ovasinin ortasinda
Manda deresi ile Gokdere'nin birlestigi
yerde kalin bir altvyon tabakasi altinda
kalmis olan Yesilova Hoyuga, kent icinde
Tarih Oncesi Déneme ait bilinen tek yer-
lesimdir. Hoyukteki ilk yerlesime ait kalinti
ve buluntular, buglnki ova seviyesinden
yaklasik 4-5 metre asagidaki killi ana topra-
gin Uzerinde yer almaktadir. llk calismalar
yerlesimin ¢anak ¢omlek yapimini bilen ve
ozellikli, kaliteli keramik treten bir topluluk
tarafindan kuruldugunu géstermektedir.

Yesilova Hoyligii'nde ilk kazilar
2003 yilinda kent iginde yer alan Yesilova
Hoyugu'nden elde edilen ilk bulgularnn,
Ege Bolgesinin Tarih Oncesi Dénemine
-Neolitik- Kalkolitik ve Tung Cag prob-

lemlerine ¢ézum getireceg@i anlasilmistir.
Burada yagamis olan topluluklarin kimlik-
lerini ve kdltdrlerini 6grenebilmek, kentin
prehistorik yerlesiminin tahrip olmasini
onleyerek koruma altina alinmasini sagla-
mak amaciyla, ilk kazilar 2005 yilinda izmir
Arkeoloji Miizesi —Ege Universitesi Arkeo-
loji Bolumi ortak alismasi olarak baglatil-
mistir. Ancak kisa streli galismalarin yeter-
siz olacagl dustincesiyle kazilarin devam
etmesine karar verilmistir. 2008 yilindan
itibaren Bakanlar Kurulu karariyla Kilttr ve
Turizm Bakanligi ve Ege Universitesi adina
kazi baskanligl altinda kazilar surduril-
mektedir.

Kazi calismalari, Kiltar ve Turizm Bakanligi,
Izmir Biyuksehir Belediyesi, Bornova Bele-
diyesi ve Ege Universitesi Rektorligtntn
destegiyle gerceklestirimektedir. Yesilova
Hoyugi'nde kazi calismasi, arastirmalarla
birlikte birgok faaliyet ve proje de stirdii-
rilmektedir. Kazilardaki temel hedefler;

« Yesilova Hoyugu'nin yayilimini ve taba-
kalarini saptamak,

tory of the city and shed light on the past
happened in 2003. Ceramic and earthen-
ware pieces that were found during the
clearing of the soil on the Bornova Plain
led to the unearthing of the Yesilova Tu-
mulus, the oldest unknown settlement of
Izmir. The Yesilova Tumulus which is under
a thick alluvium layer in the middle of the
Bornova Plain, at the intersection point
of Manda Creek and Gokdere is the only
settlement area from prehistoric times in
the city as we know of. Relics that belong
to the first settlement in the tumulus are
located on the argillaceous main soil, 4-5
meters below the plain level.

First works show us that the settlement
was established by a society that knew
how to make quality ceramics and earth-
enware.

First excavations

at the Yesilova Tumulus

The first findings at the Yesilova Tumulus
in 2003 will undoubtedly shed light on
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Bornova Ovasi'nin

ortasinda Manda deresi
ile Gokdere'nin birlestigi
yerde kalin bir altivyon
tabakasi altinda kalmis
olan Yesilova Hoyugu,
kent icinde tarih 6ncesi
déneme ait bilinen

tek yerlesimdir.

The Yesilova Tumulus

which is under a thick
alluvium [ayer in the middle
of the Bornova Plain, at

the intersection point of
Manda Creek and Gokdere
is the only settlement area
from prehistoric times in

the city as we know of.
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- Alani koruma altina alip gelecek kusaklara
saglam aktarilmasini saglamak,

« Kentin i¢inde kent kiltGrantn dogdugu
alani yurt iginde ve disinda tanitmak,

« Kentin i¢inde turizme hizmet edebilecek,
arkeolojik alan kazandirmak,

- Tarih 6ncesi donemine ait bulgular top-
lumun ilgisini gekebilecek sekilde farkli bir
anlayista anlatmak ve sergilemek,

« Yerlesim alanlarini kirlilikten kurtararak,
toplumu sosyal ve ekonomik avantajlar
saglayabilecedi, insanca yasayabilecegi ve
6vung duyacag! bir cevreye kavusturmaktir.
Yesilova Hoy(gu kazlari, Ege Universitesi
Edebiyat Fakiltesi Cografya BSIUmindn
delgi sondaj yontemiyle gerceklestirdigi
jeoarkeolojik caligmalarin sonuglarina gére
strdurtlmektedir. Delgi sondajlardan elde
edilen veriler i5iginda ¢alisma programina
uygun olarak Ug farkl alanda kazilara de-
vam edilmektedir.

Ust iste 20 kez yerlesilmis

Yesilova Hoyugu st Uste 20 kez yerlesil-
mis, 100 bin metrekareden fazla bir ala-
na yayllan ve zamanla glinimizde ova
seviyesinin altinda kalmis hoydk tipi bir
yerlesimdir. Yesilova'daki prehistorik yer-
lesim Neolitik Dénemin sonundan itiba-

the prehistoric period of the Aegean Re-
gion. First excavations in the area started
in 2005 by the joint production of the
Izmir Archeological Museum and the Ae-
gean University Archeology Department
to learn about the identities and culture
of the societies that have lived here and
to preserve the prehistoric settlements
of the region. Excavation works contin-
ued after that because short lived efforts
would not be sufficient. Digs are still being
continued since 2008 with the order of the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism which are
administered under the presidency of the
Aegean University. Excavations are being
sponsored by the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism, Izmir Metropolitan Municipality,
Municipality of Bornova and the Aegean
University Chancellery. Other works and
projects are also underway besides the
digs at the Yesilova Tumulus. The main ob-
jectives of the excavation are:

« To determine the propagation and the lay-
ers of the Yesilova Tumulus,

«To put the area under preservation so that
it can be left intact for future generations,
« To advertise the area this was the birth
place of the city's culture,



ren hemen yakinindaki Yassitepe (Form
Bornova'nin kargisi) ve Ipeklikuyu (Bornova
Anadolu Lisesi) yerlesimlerinin bulundugu
alanlara da yayilarak, gelisimin strdtrmus-
tir. Bornova Ovasi'nin ortasinda lzmir'in
kent kiiltdr tarihinin dogdugu 800 m. ¢apin-
daki bu alan “izmir'in Tarih Oncesi Yerlesim
Alanidir.

Yesilova Hoyugu yayilim alani iginde Ne-
olittk Donemden Roma Dénemine kadar
birgok kulttrin yasadigi anlagilmistir. Buna
gore kltir katlari ylizeyden baglayarak; I.
kat Roma, Demir Cag ve Tung Cag kulturle-
rini icerirken, II. kat (1-2 tabakalari) Kalkolitik
Dénem ve lIl. kat (1-8 tabakalar) Neolitik
Dénem olarak saptanmistir.

ilk yerlesim Neolitik Cag'da
Hoyuk'teki ilk yerlesim glntimizden en az
8-9 bin yil 6nce Cilali Tag Dénemi olarak da
adlandirlan Neolitik Cag'da baslamistir. Il
kat Yesilova Hoyugu'nin en uzun streli ve
en kalin kaltdr katidir. Yillar icinde genellikle
tahribatlardan sonra yeniden insa edildigi
anlagilan 13 mimari kata sahip bu sirecin
kendi icinde (¢ evrede gelisim gésterdigi
anlagilmustir.

Bu dénem izmir'in ilk toplumunun en ba-
sit sekliyle daglardaki magara ve kaya sigi-
naklarindan duze inip, bir topluluk halinde
yerlesik yasama gectigi dénemdir. Bu asa-
manin gerceklesmesinde hayvancilik, tarm
ve yerlesik hayat icin uygun bir cevre ko-
sulunun olmasi gereklidir. irili ufakli birgok
derenin aktigi Bornova Ovasi, izmir'in ilk
yerlesimcileri icin ideal kosullara, ¢ tarafi
daglarla cevrili cografi yapi icinde uygun
iklime sahipti. Yesilova'da yasayan insanlar
koysel yasam icinde bir yandan topladiklari
bitkileri yetistirmisler, diger yandan pegin-
den kostuklar bazi hayvanlar evcillestirerek
onlardan yararlanmaya baslamislardir.

Ova ylizeyinin 3-4 metre altinda, Neolitik
Dénem'in ilk katlarinda yer yer kallt alanlar
ve sikistinlmis toprak tabanlarla karsilasil-
mistir. Taban kalintilari ve yanik izlerinden
bu alanda oval ya da dortgen planli saz
ve aga¢ dallarindan olusan kultibelerin
bulundugu anlasilmistir. Yanik kalintilari-
nin ¢ogunun saz tlrd bitkilere ait olmasi
nedeniyle kullbelerin yapiminda sazin
yogun olarak kullanildigini soyleyebiliriz.
Kultibelerin etrafindan ¢ikan ocak ve kil
kalintilari, gtinltk islerin ve pisirmenin ku-
libelerin gevresinde gergeklestirildigini
gostermesi bakimindan 6nemlidir.

+ To add an archeological site to the city’s
tourism,

« Explaining and exhibiting the prehistoric
elements of the area in an inviting and dis-
tinct manner,

+ And to clean the area and turn it into a
space where people can live and be proud
of.

The excavations at the Yesilova Tumulus
are being continued in accordance with
the geo-archeological results undertaken
by the Aegean University Geography De-
partment by way of deep drilling. Excava-
tions continue at 3 different areas in ac-
cordance with the results of deep drillings.

It was built upon 20 times

The Yesilova Tumulus is a mound style
settlement that spreads over a 100 thou-
sand square meter area and is now be-
low the plain level today. The prehistoric
settlement in Yesilova spread to Yassitepe
and lIpeklikuyu starting from the end of
the Neolithic Age and continued to de-
velop. This 800 meter diameter area in the
middle of the Bornova Plain that was the
birthplace of Izmir's city culture is [zmir's
Prehistoric Settlement Area.
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Cilal Tas'in ronesansi

Yesilova lll. 5-6. katlarinda yapilara iliskin
yalnizca taban kalintilari ortaya gikartiimis-
tir. Yesilova'da ¢adir ve kullibe turd bari-
naklarin kullanildigr bu dénemden sonra,
Cilali Tag Dénemi'nin rénesansi olarak da
adlandirabilecegimiz zengin bir sireg bas-
lamistir (II1.1-3. kat). Yesilova Hoyugu'nin
ll. 1-3. katlannda toplum yasaminda or-
taya cikan yenilikler, nufus artisina bagh
olarak daha buyuk aile gruplarinin yasa-
digr konutlarin ortaya ¢ikmasi, baska bir
deyisle buytk boyutlu mimarligin dogusu,
insanin yagam ekonomisi adini verdigimiz
beslenme tarinin degismesiyle yakindan
ilgilidir. Yesilova Hoyugu'nde konut olarak
tanimladigimiz kalici barinak ve yerlesik ya-
sam ancak, go¢ etmeden ayni yerde strek-
li olarak besin elde edilebilecek bir diizen
kurulduktan sonra ortaya ¢ikmistir.

[I1.1. kat, hdyagin en uzun streli yerlesimi
olarak bilinmektedir. Neolitik yerlesimin
M.0.6000-5700 yillari arasindaki son done-
mini temsil eden ve ylizey topraginin 1-2
metre altindaki bu katlarda 0.60-0.80 met-
re kalinhiginda tas temelleri olan dikdért-
gen planli 5x6 ve 6x8 metre boyutlarnnda
mekanlarin insa edildigi saptanmistir. Yan
yana birbirinden ayriinsa edilen tas temelli
yapllar, ortak bir aviuya bakmaktadir. Ala-
nin genelinde 5 mekan agiga gikartiimistir.
Tek odall yapilarin batiya dogru cekilerek
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belirli bir sirada insa edildikleri kapilarinin
glineye bakacak sekilde uzun duvarlarin
ortalanna yapildigi saptanmistir. Mekan
aralarindaki bosluklarin ve avlunun yogun
ezgi ve 6gutme tagl kalintilarindan islik ola-
rak kullanildiklar anlasiimistir. Mekanlarin
tag temel Ust yapisina iliskin ginimuze
fazla bir kalinti ulasmamistir. Yapilarin du-
varlari bu dénemdeki kerpi¢ bloklarinin
kullanildigi geleneksel mimari tarzin di-
sinda bir yontemle, 10-15 santimetre ka-
Iinliginda kalip igine dokulen ve killi toprak
bitki kalintilari karigimindan meydana ge-
len bir camur olan ‘muhre” ile yapilmistir.
Mekanlarin genellikle bati taraflarinda tze-
ri camur sivali taslarla yapilmis platformlar
ve tahil 6gutmek icin kullanilan mutfak igli-
gi bulunur. Bunun disinda serpantin tagin-
dan yapilan balta, cakmaktas! kesicilerinde
bulundugu tas islikleri, dokuma islikleri ve
canak ¢omlek dretim yerleri glinluk yasa-
min en énemli izleri olarak karsimiza ¢ikar.
Mekanlarin bazilarinin icinde kigik ocak-
lar yer alirken, cogunlukla firinlarin avluda
oldugu gérilmistar. Dolayisiyla avlularin
toplum yasami icinde énemli bir yerinin
bulundugu anlasiimaktadir. Evlerin icinde
ve gevresinde ¢ok miktarda deniz hayvan
kabugu, besin dUretiminin dnemli bir hal-
kasini olusturur. Cogunlukla kum midye-
lerinden olusan yenmis kabuk yiginlarina
rastlaniimistir. Bunun disinda evcil sigir,
kegi, koyun, domuz ile alageyik ve yaban-
domuzu kalintilannin da ele gegmesi be-

Kazi calismalan, Kiilttr ve Turizm
Bakanhgt, Izmir Blytik Sehir
Belediyesi, Bornova Belediyesi ve
Ege Universitesi Rektorliiguntin

destegiyle gerceklestiriliyor.

Excavations are being sponsored by
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
Izmir Metropolitan Municipality,
Municipality of Bornova and the
Aegean University Chancellery.

It is now known that many different cul-
tures lived within the Yesilova Tumulus
spreading area from the Neolithic Age to
the Roman era. So, the cultural layers start-
ing from the surface include the cultures
of the Roman era, Iron Age and Bronze
Age at the 1st layer, cultures of the Chal-
colithic Age at the 2nd layer and Neolithic
Age at the 3rd level.

First settlement

was in the Neolithic Age

First settlements in the tumulus began
during the Neolithic Age, at least 8-9 thou-
sand years before our time. The 3rd layer is
the longest standing and thickest cultural
layer of the Yesilova Tumulus. It is known
that this process, which has 13 architec-
tural layers that is thought to be rebuilt,
developed in 3 states within itself.

This period is the period where the first
settlers of Izmir came down to the plains
from caves and rock refuges and started
an endemic life. In order for this step to
occur, the surrounding area needs to be
suitable for live stock breeding and agri-
culture. The Bornova Plain, which was ir-
rigated by many streams of all shapes and
sizes, was an ideal place for the first set-
tlers and it was surrounded by mountains
on 3 sides which provided an ideal geo-
graphical structure and climate. People
who lived in Yesilova cultivated plants
they found around the villages and do-
mesticated some of the animals they were
chasing after to make use of them in their
daily lives.



sin kaynaklanndaki zenginligi ortaya koy-
maktadir.

Kalkolitik Cagi yerlesimi

Neolitik Dénem yerlesimi ayni alanin ku-
zeyinde Yassi Tepe alanina kadar yayilm
géstermistir ve M.O. 5700 yillan civarinda
bir yangin sonucu terk edilerek, ortadan
kalkmistir. Yesilova'nin en az 500 yil sonra
bu kez dncekinden ¢ok farkli bir topluluk
tarafindan istilaya ugradigi anlagiimistir. Bu
yeni gelen topluluklar, koyu renkli canak
¢omlekleri ve oval planli qukur evleri ile il-
kel bir yapiya sahipti. Sézlinu ettigimiz bu
stireg Kalkolitik Cag olarak adlandirilan bir
dénemi isaret etmektedir. Neolitik toplu-
luklarin nereye gittikleri ve yeni gelenlerin
nereden geldikleri ¢ok iyi bilinememekte-
dir. Bilinen bir sey varsa o da, Yesilova'da
yasayan ilk toplumun her iki streg icinde
defalarca gevredeki derelerin taskinlariyla
karsilastigi ve alana yigilan alGvyonlarin et-
kisiyle yasamin gittikge zorlagmasidir.

Tung Cagi yerlesimi

Yesilova Hoyugd'ndeki Erken Tung Cag
yerlesimi Kalkolitik Dénemin devami ola-
rak gorllebilir. Canak ¢omlekteki ben-
zerlikler diginda bu donemde tas temelli
kolasal mimari dnemli bir gelismeyi isaret
eder. Mezarligini Yesilova Hoyuglnin

We have come across some ashy areas
and compressed soil foundations in the
first levels of the Neolithic Age, 3-4 me-
ters below the surface of the plain. From
the soil foundations and burn marks, we
understand that oval or rectangular huts
made from wicker and tree branches were
built in this area. Oven and ash remains
that were dug from around the huts are
important in terms of establishing that
daily works and cooking were done out-
side of the huts.

The Renaissance of

the Neolithic Age

During the excavations of the 3rd layer
and 5-6th floors in Yesilova, only founda-
tion remains of structures were found. Af-
ter this period where tents and huts were
used for housing in Yesilova, a rich process
has started which we call the Renaissance
of the Neolithic Age. The advancements
that took place in the 3rd layer and 1-3rd
floors of the tumulus, the founding of big-
ger residences due to population growth,
in other words, the birth of a larger scale
architecture is closely related to change in
nutrition, which we call the life economy
of humanity. Permanent shelters and a
settled lifestyle in the Yesilova Tumulus

only came about after a sustainable nutri-
tion became possible.

The 3rd layer, 1st floor is known as the
longest permanent settlement area of the
tumulus. We have determined the exis-
tence of rectangular planned structures
with stone foundations in these floors
that are 1-2 meters below the surface that
represent the latest period of the Neolithic
Age. These stone foundational there were
built separately and next to each other
overlook a common courtyard. 5 spaces
such as these were unearthed at the area.
Those single room structures were built
in the middle of long walls and had doors
that faced the west. The spaces between
the structures and the courtyard were
built with strained and grounded stones.
Not many remains have survived today re-
garding the upper structure of the stone
foundation. The walls of the structures
were built with mud which consisted of
a mixture of clayey soil and plant remains
that were put in 10-15 centimeter molds,
unlike traditional architecture which used
mud bricks. Usually, on the southern parts
of the structures, platforms made of mud
smeared stones and kitchen workshops
that were used to grind wheat. We also see
important elements of daily life such as
stone workshops that were used for mak-
ing axes from serpentine stones, weaving
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merkezinde (I No'lu alanda) buldugumuz
bu kilturel strece iliskin mimari kalintilar,
yerlesimin kuzeyinde VI No'lu alan Yass|
Tepe'de saptanmistir. Ginimiizde kentin
alisveris merkezinde yer alan yerlesimin
bir baliminin Gzerinde evler bulunmak-
tadr.

Troya'nin en eski katiyla cagdas olan Erken
Tung Cag yerlesimi ince uzun dikddrtgen
planh yiksek tag duvarli yapilardan olus-
maktadir. Toprak ytizeyinin hemen altinda
ortaya ¢lkan ve yaklasik 1 metre yiiksek-
liginde tas duvarlan olan mekanlarin ku-
zeydogu, glineybati dogrultusunda uzun
evler seklinde uzandiklan, iclerinde ocak
yerlerinin ve platformlarnin bulundugu an-
" lasiimaktadir. Mekénlarin duvarlari ortak
duvar seklinde insa edilmistir. Yerlesimin
kendi iginde onarim ve yeniden kullanim
evreleri  bulunmaktadir. Yapilarin  uzun
duvarlaninin “s” seklinde yikilmasi, izmir'in
bes bin yil dnceki yerlesiminin bir dep-
remle son buldugunu gdéstermektedir.
Depremden sonra burada yasayan toplu-
luklar yapilarini onarip, bir stire daha yasa-
mislardir. Bu alandaki galismalarin iki yildir
surduralmesine ragmen, Yesilova Héy(igu
yerlesimi ile baglantili olarak kentin Neo-
litik Cag'in sonundan baslayarak 5 bin yil
oncesine kadar olan sureci aydinlatacak
dnemli bulgular elde edilmistir. Alani en
kisa sire icinde sergilenebilecek sekilde
duzenleme calismalarina baglanmistir.
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workshops and earthenware production
units. While there are small stoves inside
some of the structures, the majority of the
ovens are located in the courtyard thus
proving that courtyards had an important
place in social life.

Shells of sea animals found in and around
the houses make up the most important
elements of the food cycle. We have come
across many shell remains, especially mus-
sels. In addition, the founding of remains
of domestic cow, goat, sheep, pig, deer
and wild boars proves the richness in food
resources.

Chalcolithic Age settlement

The Neolithic Age settlement had spread
to the north, all the way to Yassitepe
and was completely abandoned after a
huge fire around 5700 BC. We know that
Yesilova was invaded 500 years later by a
completely different society. These new
societies, with their colorful earthenware
and oval planned hollow houses, were
very primitive. This process we are refer-
ring to point to an era we call the Chalco-
lithic Age. We don’t know where the Neo-
lithic communities went and where the
new one came from. What we do know
is that the first settlers in Yesilova came
across floods many times and it was dif-
ficult for them to live in the area after al-
luviums swarmed the region.

Bronze Age settlement

The Early Bronze Age settlement in the
Yesilova Tumulus can be defined as the
continuation of the Chalcolithic Age. In
addition to the similarities in earthenware,
the stone foundation colossal architec-
ture points to an important development.
These architectural remains pertaining
to this cultural process was unearthed at
Yassitepe and the graveyard was found at
the center of the tumulus. There are hous-
es in a part of the settlement are which is
now the shopping center of the area.

The Early Bronze Age settlement which
became modern with the oldest layer of
Troy is made up of thin, long, rectangu-
lar planned structures with high stone
walls. We know that there were stove
spaces and platforms in those structures
which as walls as high as 1 meters and
were stretched out as long houses along
the northeast-southwest axis. The walls
of the structures were built as joint walls.
The structures were renovated and re-
used. The destruction of the walls with
an's’ shape suggests that this 5000 year
old settlement ended with an earthquake.
Civilizations that lived here after the earth-
quake restored the structures and contin-
ued living here. Although excavations in
the area have only been going on for two
years, important findings were obtained
that can shed light to a period that started



Yesilova Hoylgl'ne gelen
11-12 yas grubu 30-35

kisilik ogrenci gruplar,
kazi ekibi icinden secilen,
on egitimini almis 10-11
egitmen ile birlikte (i¢ saat
streyle Neolitik Koy icinde

zamana yolculuk yapiyor.

30-35 people groups of 11-12
ages who come to the Yesilova
Tumulus get the chance to travel
back in time at the Neolithic
Village with expert educators
chosen from the dig crew.

Roma yerlesimi ve mezarlan
Yesilova HOylgu'nin bulundugu alan-
da Roma Doneminde daginik olarak insa
edilmis olan ciftlik evlerinin bulundugu
anlagilmaktadir. Cok az mimari kalinti ol-
masina karsin burada yasayanlarin kigutk
bir mezarligi agiga gikartiimigtir. Kiremit ve
tas lahit mezar seklindeki gémiditlere tek
tek gocuklarin ya da bir mezara (g kisinin
koyuldugu anlagiimistir. Mezarlardan elde
edilen sikkeler ve C14 sonuglar, M.O. 3-2.
yuzyil isaret etmektedir. Alana Roma Do-
neminden sonra bir daha yerlesilmedigi,
altvyonlarin ¢evreyi doldurmasi sonucu
meyve bahgeligine dénusttgu anlasilmis-
tr.

Arkeolojik alani turizm ve
egitimle biitiinlestirmek

izmir'in icindeki Prehistorik yerlesimi ve
burada yasamis izmir'in ilk toplumunun
yasamini anlatabilmek amaciyla “Yesilova
Hoylgu Zaman Yolculugu” projesi bas-
latilmistir. Bu ¢alisma Bornova Belediyesi
ve lsvec Kalmar Belediyesi ortakliginda
yapilan TUSANET kapsamindaki uluslara-
rasi projedir. Projeye iliskin deneme amagli
faaliyetler ‘izmir-Bornovanin Tarih Oncesi
Dénemi Yerlesimi Yesilova Hoyugu, Egi-
tim ve Sergi Alani'nin bir boliminde ger-
ceklestiriimektedir.

Arkeolojik alani turizm ve egitimle bu-
tlnlestiren bu projenin ana amac, tarihi
toplum igin yagayan bir kavram haline ge-
tirmek ve sehirdeki vatandaglar arasinda
tarihi alanlara kargi baghhk ve anlayis ge-

listirmek icin Universite, belediye ve egitim
kurumlari arasinda bir isbirligi kurmaktir.
Yesilova Hoyugi'ne gelen 11-12 yas grubu
30-35 kisilik 6grenci gruplari, Yesilova kazi
ekibi icinden secilen, 6n egitimini almis
10-11 egitmen ile birlikte Ug saat streyle
Neolitik Kby icinde zamana yolculuk yap-
maktadirlar. Zaman Yolculugu aktivitesi
kazi alanlarinin gezisinin hemen ardindan
baglamakta, égrenciler Ustlerine deriden
yapilma giysileri giyip kdy yasantisi icine
sokulmaktadir. Aktivite, Neolitik kdy igin-
deki gtnluk yasama iliskin ekmek yapma,
boyama, kil objeler tretme, taki yapma
gibi bircok faaliyeti icermektedir. Bugtine
kadar aktivitelere yurt disindan ve yurt
icinde iki bine yakin 6grenci katiimis, bu
sayede Yesilova Hoylgu yasayan bir arke-
olojik alana déntsmustar.

izmir’e sergilenebilir
prehistorik alan

Turkiye'de ilk kez bir kazi alanini toplumla
bulusturmak ve gelecege yonelik planla-
mak adina Bornova Belediyesi tarafindan
“Yesilova HOyugu Ziyaretci Merkezi" adi
altinda, Sergi Binasi- Kazi Evi-Neolitik Koy’
iceren ulusal 6dulli mimari proje yarismasi
duzenlenmistir. HoyGgin bulundugu yer-
de 3. derece sit kapsamindaki kamu ala-
ninda gerceklestirilecek ve insasi Bornova
Belediyesi tarafindan Ustlenilen kapsaml

at the end of the Neolithic Age and end-
ed 5000 years ago relating to the settle-
ment in the Yesilova Tumulus. Works have
started to turn the region into an exhibi-
tion area.

The Roman

settlement and tombs

In the area of the Yesilova Tumulus, we
understand that there were farm houses
from the Roman era that were sparsely
built. Even though we have little architec-
ture remains, a small graveyard belonging
to the settlers were unearthed. We see
that children were buried one by one or
a grave was used for three people in the
tombs that were built from bricks or stone.
Coins obtained from the graves and car-
bon dating results point to 2-3rd century
B.C. We also know that the area was not
inhabited after the Roman era and the
space was turned into an orchard after it
was filled with alluviums.

Integrating the

archeological area with

tourism and education

The Yesilova Tumulus Time Travel” project
was established to define the prehistoric
settlement in Izmir and its first citizens.
This international project is jointly orga-

iZMIR Eyliil - Ekim / September - October | 119



bu proje ile zmir'e sergilenebilir prehis-
torik bir alan kazandiracaktir. Detaylari ile
6rnek bir proje olarak bunyesindeki kazi
evi, kent icindeki prehistorik yerlesim tize-
rindeki bilimsel calismalar icin gereken
alt yapi sorununu halledecektir. Gerekli
islemler tamamlandiktan sonra Bornova
Belediyesi tarafindan temel atilmasi plan-
lanan binalarin [zmir'in prehistorik yer-
lesiminin  sergilenmesinde etkisi giigli
olacaktir.

Yesilova Hoytigti ve cevresi uzun yillardan
bu yana kacak moloz dokilmesi nedeniy-
le kétli bir gérintimdeydi. Bu gérinimi
ve cevre sartlari nedeniyle kent icinde
olmasina karsin, insanlar bu alana gelip
dolasamadig gibi, hdytge ulasmakta zor-
luk cekiyorlardi. Hoyugun yaklasim alanini
dizenlemek, ulagimi kolaylastirmak ama-
clyla Bornova Belediyesi Izmir Kalkinma
Ajansi'yla (IZKA) “Yesilova Hoylgl Cevre
Diizenlemesi” projesi baslatmistir. Proje-
de otoyolla baglantiy saglayan ve Neoli-
tik Donemi cagristiran iki koprd, otopark
ile park alani duizenlemesi yer almaktadir.
Bu kapsamda insaatlar kismen tamamla-
narak, diizenlemeler bitirilmistir. Kazilarla
birlikte gerceklestirilen projelerle Yesilova
Hoéyugl'nde “‘gegmisten ginumuize bir
képri kurma” amacindayiz.
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nized by the Municipality of Bornova and
the Municipality of Kalmar in Sweden and
is a part of the TUSENET project. Trial ac-
tivities regarding the project are being
undertaken in a part of the “izmir’s prehis-
toric settlement: Yesilova Tumulus, Educa-
tion and Exhibition Area”

The main target of this project, which inte-
grates the archeological area with tourism
and education, is to make history a living
concept for people and work closely with
universities, municipalities and educa-
tional facilities to develop an affinity for
history.

30-35 people groups of 11-12 ages who
come to the Yesilova Tumulus get the
chance to travel back in time at the Neo-
lithic Village with expert educators chosen
from the dig crew. The time travel activity
starts right after the touring of the dig site
and children are invited to experience life
in prehistoric villages by wearing special
leather suits. The activities within the Neo-
lithic village include baking bread, color-
ing, producing clayey objects and jewelry.
Around two thousand local and foreign
children have participated in these activi-
ties up until now thus turning the Yesilova
Tumulus into a living archeological site.

A prehistoric

exhibition area for Izmir

A national architectural project award has
been planned by the Municipality of Bor-
nova called “The Yesilova Tumulus Visita-
tion Center” that includes the Exhibition
building, Dig house and Neolithic village
to get people together at a dig site for the
first time in Turkey and plan the future of
the site. This project which will be estab-
lished at the public area of the 3rd grade
protected site and undertaken by the
Municipality of Bornova at the construc-
tion step, will give Izmir a prehistoric ex-
hibition area. The infrastructure problem
will all be taken care of for the scientific
works that involve the dig house and the
prehistoric settlement area. The Munici-
pality of Bornova will lay the foundations
of the structures after necessary permits
are in order and these buildings will be a
great addition in the exhibition of Izmir's
prehistoric life.

The Yesilova Tumulus and its surround-
ings looked very bad after illegal dump-
ing of rubble stones. Because the area
looked unsanitary, people had a difficult
time reaching the tumulus although it is
in the middle of the city. The Municipal-
ity of Bornova and the Izmir Development
Agency started a joint project called the
“Yesilova Tumulus Environmental Project”
in order to rearrange the vicinity of the
tumulus and make transportation easier.
The project includes the construction of
two Neolithic style bridges that provide
connection to the highway and a park-
ing structure. Constructions regarding the
project have been partly finished and ar-
rangements have been completed. With
projects that are being done in addition
to the excavations, we are aiming to build
a bridge from the past to the present at
the Yesilova Tumulus.



